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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below; 



Signature 
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^Typgd or printed name 



Peter A. Shaddock II - Reg. No. 44,331 



Date 



November 9, 2006 



TWo coQectjan of information is required by 37 CFR 1.6. The Information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an appDcatlon. ConndentiaJlty Is governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 andl.U. Thta eoUeeUen la estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gaihering, preparing, end submitting the completed application foirn to the USPTO. Time wM vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of Hme you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chlaf Information Officer. U S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, P.O. BOX 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEE8 OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO; CommteelQrior for Patents, P.O. Box 1460, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, caff i-aoo-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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NOV 0 9 2006 

PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of Confirmation No.: 1895 

Michael M. Noell Group Ait Unit: 3754 

Application No.: 10/821,574 Examiner Deiakshani, Philippe 

Filed: April 9, 2004 Docket No.: 729-020 
For: DISPOSABLE POUCH HYDRATION SYSTEM 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This Response to Election of Species Requirement is filed in response to the Office 
Action mailed October 10, 2006. For purposes of examination in this case, the Applicant 
elects Species 9, illustrated in Figures 8A-8B, 9A-9C, and 10A-10B, with traverse. Applicant 
believes that Claims 1-5, 8, 10-1 1, and 13 are readable on the elected inventive species. 

The Office Action stated that Claim 1 is considered generic Therefore, 
Applicant believes that the election of Species 9 will require the examination of at least 
Claims 1-5, 8, 10-11, and 13. Applicant further believes that Figs. 4, 5, and IOC 
illustrate the subject matter of the elect claims. Additionally, Applicant believes that 
Fig. 1 illustrates the subject matter of the generic claims. 

While a response to the required Election has been given, it is respectfully submitted 
that the search and the examination of the entire application could be made without serious 
burden. See MPEP §803, which states "[i]f the search and examination of an entire 
application can be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the 
merits,...". It is respectfully submitted that this policy should apply in this application to 
avoid unnecessary delay and expense to applicant and duplicative examination by the PTO. 
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Application No. 10/821,574 



Therefore, the Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
Election of Species Requirement and to examine all claims in this application. 

If the Examiner feels that there is anything further necessary to respond fully to the 
Office Action, Applicant requests that the Examiner telephone Applicant's undersigned 
representative at the number below. 



Date: November 9. 2006 

Bowman Green Hampton & Kelly, PLLC 
501 Independence Parkway, Suite 201 
Chesapeake, VA 23320-5 1 73 

Telephone: (757) 548-2323 

Fax: (757) 548-2345 

E-mail: pshaddock@bgbklaw.net 




Peter A. Shaddock II 
Registration No. 44,33 1 
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